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Honourable Senators, I rise today in this chamber with great pride and joy in having my first opportunity to 

speak to you formally as a Senator by way of what is known as a maiden speech. This is truly a grand 

occasion for which I am very grateful, and I carry out this prerogative with the greatest respect for the 

historic institution to which we have all been called.  

 

I also rise today, however, with a great sense of humility and seriousness in being conscious of the fact that 

this role requires the utmost responsibility to, and care for, the Canadian people —especially those who I 

have been called to represent in the great province of Ontario. Like all of you present in this room, I know 
that being a successful Senator does not come easily. It is built on the solid foundations of commitment, 

dedication, a strong work ethic, and a deep-seated love for our country and its citizens. To this end, I affirm 

to you today, honourable Senators, that I am undertaking this role with an unshakable resolve to employ my 

full range of capabilities, not for my own advancement or gain, but for the service of my constituents and 

the Canadian people in general.  

 

I want to start off by thanking the Honourable Prime Minister Stephen Harper for appointing me to the 

Senate as the first Filipino-born Canadian Senator in Canada’s history. I truly am honoured to be the first of 

my country to hold this position—though I must admit that this certainly raises expectations of my 
performance among the Filipino community [light humour].   

 

In selecting me to fulfill this post, the Honourable Prime Minister has graciously provided me with an 

opportunity of extending my past community service work to the larger landscape of our country as a 

whole. As some of you many know, honourable Senators, in addition to working for the Bank of Montreal 

for thirty years (mostly as a project manager), I have assumed a number of other positions with 

organizations that have all benefited the community of Toronto, where I currently reside. In this great city, I 

was fortunate enough to serve as the first publicly elected Filipino-Canadian in Toronto – as a trustee with 

the Toronto District School Board; co-chair of the Asian Heritage Month Celebration for the Greater 

Toronto Area; a Director of the Canadian Multicultural Council (Asians in Ontario); the founder of the 
Philippine Canadian Charitable Foundation; and a former president of the Philippine Independence Day 

Council. I speak with great sincerity when I say that I am very grateful to the Honourable Prime Minister 

for the chance to continue to help these important community organizations, and many others, on a national 

level as a Senator of Canada.  

 

Next, I want to thank Senators on both sides of the aisle for their support and consideration in helping me 

transition into this new role. Your kind words, thoughtful advice, and practical assistance have made my 

little time here in the Senate very positive.  Thank you for that. But, please do keep in mind that this 

expression of gratitude does not mean that I will no longer require your help from time to time [light 

humour]. 
 

I also want to thank the Filipino community throughout Ontario, as well as all those we know and have 

crossed paths with in the great city of Toronto. These individuals have been a great source of strength to my 

family and I, and I appreciate all those who have contacted us to express their support and congratulations. 

It really means a lot to us.  
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Lastly, I want to express my gratitude to those who I am perhaps most indebted to for my success over the 

years and for my present appointment: my wife, Rosemer, and my three beautiful and loving daughters, 

Rystle, Rocel and Reeza. Without your constant love, support and friendship, I would not be where I 

currently am today, nor would I be the person I am today. Your examples of integrity, commitment, hard 
work and perseverance have always motivated me in every venture I have undertaken in life, and I 

appreciate that.  

 

Having said this, I should now like to turn our attention to an equally important milestone today ---one 

which is very close to my heart. Today, March 21, is World Down Syndrome Day. On this special date, 

governments, families, professionals and ordinary people from all over the world come together in close 

partnership to bring greater attention to, and help advance, the rights, freedoms and inclusion of people with 

down syndrome.  

 

The date for this particular commemoration was not randomly chosen, but was selected for its valuable 
significance for the Down Syndrome community. As some may know, Down Syndrome occurs when an 

individual develops three, rather than two, copies of the 21st chromosome. This change in the body results 

in a number of different intellectual and physical challenges, some of which include varying degrees of 

cognitive delays, increased risk for certain medical conditions, and low muscle tone. The date of World 

Down Syndrome Day, therefore, is quite significant. In occurring on the third month of the year on the 21st 

day, it recalls the full range of characteristics that arise as a result of the three copies of the 21st 

chromosome inherent in people with Down Syndrome.   

 

Although this commemoration has helped over the years to raise awareness of the challenges faced by 
people with Down Syndrome, there is still much that needs to be done. As the UN Secretary General, Ban 

Ki-moon, mentioned last year during his speech honouring this same event, people with Down syndrome 

continue to struggle against a stigma that often pushes them to the margins of society. In many cases, these 

individuals face such discrimination in certain countries that they are often denied full access to adequate 

health care, early intervention programmes, and inclusive education. This is certainly less than ideal, and it 

does not have to continue, so long as there are people out there who care enough to try and change this 

unfortunate set of circumstances for people with Down Syndrome. 

 

Fortunately, among these “other” countries, Canada stands as a shining example. In our proud country, 

people with Down Syndrome, and people with disabilities in general, have long had access to basic life 
necessities. In addition, Canada is home to many strong organizations that have worked hard to bring 

greater attention to the needs and positive attributes of people with Down Syndrome. These include the 

Canadian Down Syndrome Society (Calgary, AB), the Down Syndrome Research Foundation (Burnaby, 

B.C.), the Calgary Down Syndrome Association, Ideal Way Incorporated (London, ON), and the Down 

Syndrome Association of Toronto.  

 

I am proud to say that not only am I a past Board Member of the Down Syndrome Association of Toronto, 

but I am also a very proud father of a child with Down Syndrome-- my daughter, Rocel. My experiences as 

both a past Board Member of this organization and a friend and mentor to my daughter Rocel, has taught 

me that having Down Syndrome is nothing to be ashamed of. On the contrary, people with Down Syndrome 
can and do live normal lives, just like you and me, and they have made, and continue to make, invaluable 

contributions to their local and national communities. 

 

Our Conservative Government has long recognized the contributions of people with Down Syndrome by 

undertaking initiatives designed to improve and safeguard the rights, freedoms, and dignity of Canadians 

with disabilities. Since 2006, not only has our government made sure that people with disabilities continue 
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to have access to basic life necessities, but we have also made great strides in ensuring that families are 

more capable of meeting the extra financial costs of having children with disabilities. We have 

accomplished this generally through initiatives such as the Universal Child Care Benefit (UCCB), the 

increased Child Tax Credit, the Children’s Fitness Tax Credit, and the Tax Free Savings Account. But, we 
have also accomplished this more directly though such measures as the Family Caregiver Tax Credit, the 

Registered Disability Savings Plan (RDSP), and the Enabling Accessibility Fund. In addition, it was under 

the Conservative Government that Canada ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (CRDP) in March 2010. All of these initiatives and contributions have helped, and will continue 

to help, Canadians with disabilities by increasing their overall quality of life. But, honourable Senators, I 

invite you to strive with me to maintain this current pace and even to outdo it, as there always will be room 

to build on these achievements.  

 

 World Down Syndrome Day is also an appropriate metaphor for diversity and differences that our 

Conservative Government has worked so hard to over the years to both support and encourage. Indeed, 
people with Down syndrome are not unlike many of the foreigners that come to Canada, who, while looking 

for a better future or meaningful work, often find themselves struggling to fully integrate into our 

communities and institutions.  

 

As with people with disabilities, our government has made great strides in supporting this particular 

Canadian demographic. We have done this by welcoming the largest yearly average of immigrants in 

Canada’s history, cutting the “Right of Landing Fee” by 50% for new immigrants, establishing the Foreign 

Credentials Referral Office (FCRO – 2007), and by passing the Balanced Refugee Reform Act. These and 

many other measures have helped to make Canada a safer, freer, and happier place to live for larger 
numbers of immigrants and temporary foreign visitors and workers. 

 

I cannot discuss the topic of our government’s success with respect to diversity without briefly touching on 

my own background. As many of you know, I myself am a Canadian immigrant, having moved here in 

1981 from the city of Lucena, in the Quezon province in the Philippines. My wife is also from the 

Philippines, from a city called Makati. Like many Canadian immigrants, we are indebted to our birth 

country for many of our positive character traits, as well as our hard work ethic. We realize that we would 

not be where we are today in this great country of Canada without the help, support, and love we received 

from our family and friends in the Philippines, as well as from those in the Filipino community here.  

 
Having said this, however, we also acknowledge that we are equally indebted to Canada. In the thirty-years 

that we have resided here, we have only grown in strength, maturity, and quality of character. We have 

enjoyed the many freedoms and rights afforded here in Canada, and are happy to have a chance to give back 

to the communities and people that have nurtured us so much along the way.   

 

As many Canadian Filipinos will attest to, our current Conservative Government has done much to support 

Filipinos. For one, we have consistently welcomed Filipinos as one of our largest sources of immigration. In 

2012, for instance, the Philippines was the second largest source country for immigration to Canada, with 

over 32,000 permanent residents admitted. And, just recently, on March 4, 2013, Minister Jason Kenney (a 

good friend of mine) announced that Canada had issued a record number of visas for Filipino nationals in 
2012.  (I want to add here as an aside that Minister Kenney is an extremely hard working Minister of 

Citizenship and Immigration. No one else I know could travel to more than four countries in a single day 

and attend over 500 meetings in a 365-day calendar [light humour].  
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Our government also offered assistance to the Philippines when I travelled there with the Prime Minister 

last November (2012). During this visit, he announced, in the city of Manila, support of $15.5 million over 

four years to help foster economic stability and job growth throughout the country.  

 
Here, in Canada, our government has also been mindful of the Filipino community. In addition to helping to 

facilitate our transition to Canada by cutting fees and offering various tax benefits, the Conservative 

Government has reformed the Live-in Caregiver Program to provide greater protection for caregivers. This 

initiative has been warmly received by Filipinos living here in Canada, as we tend to contribute the most of 

any nationality to our country’s care industries.  

 

While my background makes me an ideal representative for the Filipino community in Canada, I want to 

assure you, honourable Senators, that my voice in the Senate will not be a voice for merely one group of 

Canadians. Rather, it will be a voice for the diversity and differences of Canadians in general. This includes 

Canadians and temporary visitors and workers from every nation, creed and language. Having arrived to 
Canada later in life, and having experienced the challenges faced by newcomers, I know what it is like to be 

different and to struggle to adjust to a foreign environment. To this end, I want to say that I am deeply 

committed to building upon the already large contributions that our Conservative Government has made to 

diversity in Canada—especially in a way that is economically beneficial to Canada as a whole. 

 

As many of you may know, I originate from and currently reside in the very beautiful and diverse city of 

Toronto. The city of Toronto is perhaps the best symbol for the celebration of diversity I have been 

discussing today. Not only is it a place that supports people with Down Syndrome and people with 

disabilities through worthy organizations like the Down Syndrome Association of Toronto, but it is also a 
place that both welcomes and harnesses the power of diversity in general.  

 

Toronto is Canada’s financial and business capital. We were rated in 2010 as one of the top 5 global cities 

with economic influence and power, and one of the top 5 North American cities for economic potential and 

infrastructure. I want to assure you, honourable Senators, that this success, like the contributions of Down 

Syndrome Canadians themselves, is achieved not in spite of our diversity, but because of it. As the motto of 

our city intimates, diversity is our strength, not our weakness.     

 

This motto embodies my mindset now as I begin in this office of the Senate, and it will remain my mindset 

throughout the rest of my tenure.  
 

Thank you for allowing me the time to speak to you today! Happy World Down Syndrome Day! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 


